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The humble Propoſals of ſundry Divines within-this King- 
dom, Concerning the Engagement intended to be impoſed on them 
for their Subſcriptions. | 


E Miniſters of the Goſpel of Jeſs Chriff, who have 
all of us from the beginning faithfully ſerved the 
| Parliamezt, and have in purſuance of thoſe great 

and honourable ends of juſt Liberty and Reformation, ſuffered many 

and grievous things in our Names and Eſtates from the common Ene- 
my : and to this day have adhered to our firſt Principles, and do ſtill pro- 
miſe in our Places and Stations to maintain the Peace of this Nation, and 

to pay obedience to the Laws thereof ; conceiving it our duty in gb a 

time as this, in all ways of meekneſs and humility to endeavour. the 

Preſervation of our inward Peace and outward Safety, being ſtreight- 

ned in Conſcience upon the Caſe of the preſent Engagement, do.humbly offer: 

theſe enſuing particulars. 

S.1T. 1. Thatalthough we hold our ſelves bound by our former Solemmr: 
Covenants and Engagements, in that ſenſe of them wherein they were by 
publick Authority impoſed on 14, yet being convinced of the neceſſity. of 
civil Government in a Land, for the preſervation of Humane Society, 
and prevention of: all thoſe Evils which the outrages of wicked men 
unreſtrained would produce, and upon mature deliberation conſidering, 
That when the wiſe and holy Providence of God ( whoſe judgements: 
are unſearchable, and'ways paſt finding out ) ſhall at any time fo ſhake 
the foundations of States and Kingdoms, as to diſable one Government 
from affording proteQion and preſervation, and to admit any other 
toobtain it; it 1s not then ſtrange to the will of God, light of Nature, 
judgment of the learned; and praCtice of Chriſtians in former ages, 
nor to our oWwN-principles or former Engagements, to live quietly and: 
peaceably in our places and — and to ſubmit to. ſuch things as are' 
zmpoſed upon, or required of us, by the powers which are in aitual poſ- 
Jon, being things in themſelves lawful and neceſſary to the preſervation of 
our ſelves and others, (for this we conceive may be done.without: diſpu- 
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ting the right or title of thoſe that are in place of Magiſtracy ) we do 
' upon theſe premiſes declare that we will accoratngly behave our ſelves. 
FJ. II. 2. That wedo humbly conceive that there is a great differexce 
| between theſe things and a Subſcription to this Engagement, in the words 
' wherein it is required, and that indivers reſpects. | 

Firſt, This Subſcription { as to our Conſciences) doth imply, a» appro- 
bation of the preſent eſtabliſhment, as effeted by a full and a free Authority. 

Secondly, Ar atttve concurrence, and as it were a ratifying conſent of 
the people thereuwto, it having been declared, that the original of all juſt 
power 15 in the People. | 

Thirdly, An obligation, to ac? at all times, in all places and capacities ; 
to the promoting and ſtrengthning of it, and not only of it (but by a 
| parity of Reaſon) of any other, which by the poſſible advantage of 
| power, may at any time hereafter, even to the prejudice and ruine of 
this, Set wp it /+lf, and then require of us the like ſubſcription. 

g.IV. 3. Being by this Engagement bound up to theſe particulars, 
as the words ſcem to import, we further conceive, That we ſhall by this 
ſubſcription, violate thoſe former Engagemeats, in Oaths, Proteſtations, 
| and in the Solemn League and Covenant, wherein we were by the 
fornier Commands of Parl. obliged, in which laſt particular, if the time 
we entred into it be conſidered, viz. Inthe day of our extremity, or the 
Religious ſolemnity, with hands lifted up to the moſt high God ; or the 
matter of it, which is comprehenſive of things Sacred and Civil, and 
particularly of the Rights and Priviledges of Parliament, and the Li- 
berties of the Kingdom : or the ſenſe wherein we then took it ; or 
the aſſeveration, that we would never be drawn from it, by any Ter- 
ror or Combination whatſoever; or the durable obligation which we 
brought upon our ſelves by it, even all the days of our lives; or the 
Contliderations which we had before our eyes in the taking of it, name- 
ly, the Glory of God, the advancement of the Kingdom of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Happineſs of the King and his Poſterity. Theſe 
things being duly conſidered, do leave ſuch an awful impreſſion on our 
Conſciences, that axlef the conſiſtency thereof with this Engagement be 
made unqueſtionably clear unto us, it cannot but render our Conſciences 
trembling and doubtful, and ſo the at&t of Engaging, by the Apoſtles 
rule, tous unlawful, as by a parity of Reaſon it would have been un- 
doubtedly 
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To the READER. 


| 
F 
| T HIS Paper was Printed in the Year, 1650. and when thou 
haſt read it over, thou wilt find the Reaſons of Re-print- 
ing it now. It was then the Covenant and Engagement. Now 
it is the Old, and New Oath of Fealty and Allegiance ; and what 
was ſaid ſo well by way of Apology in that Caſe, may in a great 
meaſure paſs for ſuch in this. The Presbyterians «t leaſt are 
bound by it to have favourable, and Charitable thoughts of thoſe 
who cannot take the New Oath; and I hope when they ſee what 
their Miniſters formerly ſaid in defence of themſelves for refuſing 
the Engagement, they will no louger impute the refuſal of the 
Oath in our Divines, to any thing but Conſcience, which natu- 
rally trembles at contrary, or ſuch as it thinks contrary Obliga- 
tions, eſpecially upon Oath. 

As for thoſe of the Church of England, who cenſure their 
ſuſpended Miniſters, this Book will be alſo uſeful for them. It 
will help them to judge favourably of them and their Caſe, and 
finally to believe that they chuſe Affliction purely to avoid Sin: T 
wonder they have not yet written an Apology for themſetves, it 
would do them much more Service, than This can do, however 1 
hope it will do them ſome. 


ubted[y inconſiſtent with our Covenant,to haveſubſcribed anEngage- 
ment to the King and Lords, without the Commons of Exglaza, if it 
ſhould by their Agreement and Authority, have been required of us. 

FS. V. 4. Theſe things being conlidered in the nature of the En- 
gagement, and 1n the full relation to which it ſtands to former Engage- 
ments, cannot in our judgments but miniſter matter of gexeral ſcandal 
and offence to multitudes of men, both good and bad, many of whom being 
not able to make, or happily ſo much as underftand ſubtile diſtinQions, . 
whereby guilt may either be evaded or palliated, will look upon us as 
breakers of our Oaths and Covenants, as prevaricators of the moſt ſa- 
cred and ſolemn things, as men of duQtile ſpirits, and proſtituted Con- - 
ſciences, led by principles of fear or intereſt : which prejudice (though 
we would grant, were more founded in the ignorance'and miſtakes of 
theſe men, then many ſolid and juſt reaſons) would yet groſly wound 
the Goſpel, expoſe our Miniſtry to ſcorn (the honour whereof ought 
to be dearer to us then our lives) endanger the reputation, and ſo wea- 
ken the power of it 1n the Conſciences of our hearers (who though | 
throgFPear or other private ends may themſelves have ſubſcrided, yet 
retaut Tow thoughts of us, as if we aCted on the like principles) as that- 
we cannot but believe, but Chri/# would be a greater looſer by our ſub- 
ſcription, then the ſtate can any way be a gainer by it ; we delire al- 
ways to keep in mind the noble reſolutign of the Apoſtle, who would 
not in caſe of ſcandal »ſe his own juſt power, but choſe rather to ſuffer all 
things , leſt he ſhould hinder the Goſpel of Chriſt ,' and concluded, it was- 
better for him to die, then that any in that behalf ſhould make h# glory- 
ing void, Upon theſe and ſuch like grounds, purely-conſciencious, and 
not out of any private. intereſt or delign, contrary to the peace of this 
Common-wealth, we are neceſſitated to forbear Subſcriptions, until 
either by ſolemn debate of the Engagement (as of the Covenant) or other- 
wiſe, our Conſciences ſhall be cleared of important ſcruples. 

9. VI. So we humbly crave leave further to repreſent, that our for- 
mer -Governours (not duly conſidering that men even in higheſt autho- 
rity as well as others, are by the doEtrine of the Scriptures concerning 
ſcandal, bound to avoid the laying of ſnares and ſtumbling-blocks in the: 
way of their Brethren) have not onely attempted (as in their late Ca- 
nons) to impoſe an inſnaring Oath, but alſo enforced Subſcriptions on 
many 


" many Sadly ziid-lcarned Miniſters, tothe utter undoing of themlely 
and Fanillies; and that with ſuch rigor, 'that the beginning of -K'. Jul 

| his Govetnment,: was/with the deprivation'of 3. or 400. of them: al 
| thougliwe ſhall:not take upon us to charge upon that ſeverity of the 
' the conſequences which have: followed, yet we may offer this obferyy 
tion:; that ſundry examples may be given of Governours, who haye lai 
the unhappy foundation of enſuing evils to themſelves and their peo h 
inthebeginning of their Government. Q 2:61 C1 4 20 
. - $: VN. And{'therefore we'do preſume that thoſe in preſent ppwg 
(according to their profeſſed Principles and Reſolutions, to have refue 
to tender:Conſciences) will not enforce us to the ſad Dilemma vf chi 
| ſingeigher (in or affliftion, and hope that the many years experiences 
'- -our quzet behaviour xd faithful ſervice,may give them a better aſſuranct 
and ſecurity far our peaceable converſation, then the fained Subſcripty 
' ons of very many, who profels themſelves not engaged by this Engapt 
 metat;but uſe.it as a proteCtion of their Eſtates, and a covert-under whuch 
' they:hide and keep warm their former malignity, and who cextainl 
would tejoyce at, and take the advantage of that fad 'diviſion»whichi 
likely gg; enſue. amongft thoſe who: have co operated-in the colnmgy 
Afrmarion and juſt Liberty. : IB 


' ... $. VIII. We being at preſent ſhut up under ſuch conſiderations ad 
theſe, do humbly beſeech tkyſe in preſent power, not to _ 'V 


þrwnc reputation isas'neceſ{ary for others,as a-good:conſeience for ou 
| felves) todraw reproach upon Religion, and vilife the reputation of thi 
+ Miniſtry,by whichtheſervice of Je/ax Chriſt is advanced,and cauſe other 
| 'tothink we eſteem Oaths as changeable:as opinions,and ſo brand us with 
the odious mark of.equivocation and: prevarication, ſubje& us to the:coll 
| [tempt-and hate of all, as men of looſe and uncertain principles, lay foul 
+ -dations to our ſelves of: ſubſcribing any:thing hereafter upon the fam 
- grounds, and that untotheſe things: we: may not be enforced by ſo hip 
* a0d-beavy a penalty as.to:be outlawed of our Birth-right;which is@py 
_ .niſhmeat too heavy tobe inflictedifor no crime, and'as we conceive; ed 
-hardlybe-cxampled to have beet inflicted on any- but perſons of itl 
ous note, with whom(we may ſpeak without vaniry) we have notd8 
| pew ch © tobe nymbred, until by wilful violation of the'Laws, we depritt 
| [ourtelves of their proteQion, _ forfeit the benefit of them; ' © | _ 7 
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